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Board of Child Care Auxiliary Wins National Group Volunteer Award

[Baltimore] – The Board of Child Care Auxiliary, a volunteer organization comprised of more than 3,000 people across Maryland, DC and West Virginia, is the recipient of the national 2010 Group Volunteers Award from the United Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries 

Since 1953, the women and men of the Auxiliary have enhanced the lives of the children served by the Board of Child Care (BCC), a nonprofit human services organization and outreach ministry of the Methodist Church of the Baltimore-Washington and Peninsula-Delaware Conferences, based in Baltimore County. The UMA previously recognized BCC’s Auxiliary for the Group Volunteer Award in 1978.
All Auxiliary activities and fundraising directly benefit the children and families served by BCC’s residential and foster care programs and other community-based services. Over the years, the Auxiliary’s hard work has netted thousands of gifts and hundreds of outings for BCC’s children, as well as furniture, supplies and vehicles for the agency, leaving the children with lasting memories and raising the agency’s quality of care. 
Thomas L. Curcio, BCC’s President and CEO, nominated the Auxiliary for the award. “The Auxiliary represents the Board of Child Care’s most dedicated volunteers,” Mr. Curcio said in his nomination letter. “In the 17 years I have been at the Board of Child Care, the Auxiliary’s role has been expanded to include being ambassadors, fundraising and interfacing with the children and families. Whatever has been asked of the Auxiliary by my staff or me, they have come through.”
The Auxiliary’s members, most of whom represent churches within the Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church, also play a key role in educating the church community and others about BCC’s services. 
BCC Board member, Rev. Dr. Stacey E. Nickerson of Monkton United Methodist Church, wrote in her nomination letter, “I have been blessed to have had an active member of the Auxiliary in every congregation I have served… The Auxiliary is the bridge between the ministry of the Board of Child Care and the members of local congregations… The Auxiliary connects church people with the very real needs of hurting children and youth and their families, and invites them to make a difference.”
Examples of the Auxiliary activities on behalf of BCC’s children in 2009 included:

· making an afghan for each graduating senior and giving each $100;

· assembling 173 Thanksgiving baskets for foster families and other families;

· making 200 Easter baskets for children and youth in the residential and emergency shelter programs;

· baking 27,000 cookies for the children; and

· raising $1,771 for extra educational resources for BCC through labels and box tops collection programs.

Sharon Kistler, BCC’s Chief Operating Officer who has worked at the agency for 28 years, said the Auxiliary’s loving support and prayers have stood strong in conjunction with all the professional intervention children at BCC receive.

“The Auxiliary strives to make life better, kinder and warmer for children they don’t know personally,” Ms. Kistler said. “The Auxiliary celebrates their individual achievements, provides them with opportunities, nourishes them with food and special treats, and contributes the extras that help lead to a more hopeful future.”

When notified of the award, Guy Everhart, Auxiliary President, thanked the members of the Auxiliary for their many years of dedicated support to the Auxiliary and the Board of Child Care.  He also noted, “The challenge will be to continue the Auxiliary's strong support in the constantly changing environment in which the Board of Child Care operates.” Members of the Auxiliary and BCC’s staff will accept the UMA Award at the UMA’s 70th National Convention, March 6, in Burlingame, CA. 

Editor’s Note: If you are interested in interviewing members of the Auxiliary, contact Jennifer Michael at 410-922-2100 ext. 5610, or jmichael@boardofchildcare.org.
**********
The Board of Child Care of the United Methodist Church, Inc., is a nonprofit human services organization serving more than 1,300 children and families each year in Maryland, West Virginia and the District of Columbia as an outreach ministry of the United Methodist Church. Programs include residential care, foster care, early childhood education, emergency shelters, counseling, adoption, education services and a car loan program. Since 1874, the Board of Child Care has served as a community of hope: providing an opportunity to heal, and a safe and caring environment for children, youth and families. Learn more at www.boardofchildcare.org.

The United Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries is a national association of United Methodist-related and other faith-based ministries and professionals actively involved in promoting quality care in a faith-based setting. Learn more at www.umassociation.org. 
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